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Legislative Council,
Tresday, 14th October, 159,

Obituary : Hon. H. J . Saunders

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30 |

v.n, and read prayers.

OBITUARY—HON, H. J. "SAUNDERS,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon, H, P. Colehatch—East) [4.32]: It is
my very painful duty to direet the atten-
tion of hon. Tnembers to the fact that sinee
the House met last death has removed one
of our members. The Hon. H. J. Saunders
was in his place in this Chamber as receuntly
as Thursday last, and although we were weil
aware that his condition of health was not
robugt, I am sure the news of his death last
evening must have come to all of us as a
- great shoek. It is wot too much to say that
the late hon. member in the past played an
important part in the publie life and in the
development of Western Aunstralia. Coming
to the colony some 35 years ago, because of
failing health, he was happily so far restored
as to be able to lead a life of great use-
folness, and that, too, at a time when men
of pusgh, of vigour, and of enterprise were a
oreat agset to this young community. In the
ear‘y days of the goldficlds, T well remem-
ber of my own knowledge, and tmany other
hon. members will remember, the late hon.
member, becanse of his enthosiasm, beecause
of his knowledge, and because also of peo-
Me whom he kuew in the old country, was
able to do a great deal in furthering the de-
velopment of our mining industry, He was a
member of the eity council for many years,
and as mayor of the eity at a time when the
capifal of the eolony was just emerging from
very small things into big things, he did a
lot of usefnl work in the civic life of the
commumty For a period of mnearly nine
vears prior to Federation, he was an aetive
member of thiz Council, a man so esteemed
by his fellow members of Parliament that,
on the oceurrence of an extra.ordinary
vacancy in the Senate of the Commonwealth,
he wag elected by Parliament to fill that va-
caney, and. he repl'esented Western Austra-
lia for some time in the Federal Parliament.
‘Since his election to this Chamber 17 months
ago advencing years and failing health have
prevented him from taking that active part
in affairs which he had been wont to do in
the past, But he was none the lass a very
useful membper, always ready with wise coun-
sel drawn from the fount of a very long ex-
perience. And above all, T think hon. mem-
bers, no matter what their politieal opinions
may be, will agree that the late hon. member
was a very likeable man, During his short
membership of this Honse, he. renewed and
strengthened many old friendships, and
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formed many new ones,
sudden loss. I move—

All will deplove bis

That this House desires to plave on ve-
cord its appreciation of the public serviecs:
rendered to the State by the late Hon.
Heury John Saunders, a member for the
Metropolitan Province, and to expresa its
deepest sympathy with his family in the
irreparable loss which thev have sustained
by his decease. That the President be re-
quested to forward the foregoing resolu-
tion to the widow of the feccased gentle-
man.

[

NICHOLSON  (Metropolitan}
[4.35]; As a colleague of ouwr late lamented
menibér, and one representing with him.
until his demise the same provinee, I desire
to second the motion which has been so ably
moved by the leader of the Honse, In doing
80, 1 c¢an only re-echo the laudations so
finely expressed by the Minister. Tt was my
privilege since 1896 to enjoy the aequaint-
ance and friendship of the late Mr. Saun-
ders, As the leader of the House hag said,
he was indeed a most likeable man. One
thing about him which will always leave a
pleasant memory with me and with other
hon. .members, was that geuinlity of dis-
position which at all times echaracterised
him, together with his unvarying sympathy
and his kindly help and wise counsel, drawn,
as has been said, from the fount of large
experience. So marked infleed was that
kindly disposition of his that it made him
a man beloved, respected and esteemed by
his fellow men, The Minister has rightly
said that the late hon. member made his
mark on the development of the industries.
of this country. In no industry was greater
help extended by any man in this State
than that rendered by the late Mr. Saunders
to the mining induatry., He was responsible
in a very large degree for the advancemont
and development of that industry. He
assisted in introducing ecapital to a very -
large exfent indeed, and when he retired
from active business the mining community
lost one of its miost able helpers. T feel that
we, ag members of the Couneil, will miss our
late fellow member. , Although his vigour of
former years was restrained and impeded’ by
indifferent health in more reeent years, atill
we always knew that the wisdom gathered
by many years of the widest experience was.
ever ready to be Jmparteﬂ to ns on appli-
cation, On many occasions since his re-elec-
tion to this House it has been my privilege-
to confer with him and to receive that able-
agsistance which could only be given by a
man of vast experience such as ke. I join
sincerely in the sympathy with the widow
and- relatives of the deceased and in. the-
regret which has been expressed for the loss
to this House and to the State of a man so
esteemed and loved by his fellow men, ’

Hon. T.

Fou. H. MILLINGTON (North-East)
[4.40]: I algéo wish to associate myself with:
the expressions of 'regret, and with the sym-
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pathy te be extended to the widow and rela-
tives of our late fellow member. I remem-
ber that-in the very early days of' the gold-
fields the -late * Mr. -Samwlers was closely
associatecdl with the mining industry. Those
old assotiations come to us more partu.ulaﬂ)
at a time like this, The late Mr. Sawiders

at all times associated limaself with publie

lite, and as a wan who tock a keen iutorest
in the affairs of his fellows, he earncd ‘the
respect of the whole community.
easion I do not feel that I can say very much,
but I do wish to associate myself with the

expressions of regret, and to extend my sym-

pathy to those who are left to mourn their
loss.

The PRESIDENT [4.41]: Before putting
to the Council the motion which I will ask
hon. members to pass, standing in  their
places as a mark of regpect, 1 wish to say
thnt the deatli of the late Hon. H. J. Saun-
ders terminates for me a pleasant friendship
extending over many years. The hon. gen-
tleman who has gone from us was eminently
an adaptable mun. T remember that some
months .age it fell to my lot to jonrney
through a portion of the golidfields. where le
had resided for some years, The cxpressions
of concern and sypmputhy in regard to his
welfare and heaith which were voiced, not by
any one class, but by evéry class of the com-
muunity, showed that adaptability of which T
have spoken. Bnt while he was adaptable,
it always seemed to me the lLon. gentleman
wighed to engraft on this Australian life of
ours some of the best features of the life
from which he had come, the life of an
English country gentleman, a life which has
given to the Enlpue many like the late hon.
gentleman, which has given to the serviee of
the Empire not only in England but in the
more remote portions of the Dominions, men
who have done work which will never be
forgotten and which can never be valued ot
its just estimate. I menrn with yon the
death of the late hon. gentleman, and I take
this opportunity of associating myself with
the motion so elogquently moved, seconded,
and supported.

Question put and passed, members stand-
ing. \

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,"

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colchateh—Bast) [4.43]: T
move—

That out of respect for the memory of

the late n. Henry John Saunders, a

member for the Metropolitan Province,

the Housze do mow adjourn.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 444 p.m,
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OBITUARY—ITON, . J, SAUNDERS,

The PREMIER {Hou. J. Mitchell-—Nar-
tham) [4.31]: I regret to have to inform
the Hounse of the death of the 1fon. ilenry
Johu Saunders, late mwember of the Legislu-
tive Council. Mr. Saunders was Tor rany
years a well-known figure in ihe pulliy life
of the eoumtry. He became a mewbes of the
Perth City Couneil in 1895, and filled the
Position of mayor in the years 1880 and
1897, Tu the year 1894 he was elected to
the Legislative Council, and when still hold-
ing that position was ele(:t.ed in 1903 to the
Federal Senate on the oceasion of an extra-
ariinary election. Some time after that Mr.
Saunders’s health became 50 bad that he was
obliged to relinquish his public duties. Iu
1918, however, he again beeame a member of
the Legislative Council. Hon. members will
agree with me that his loss will be felt from
one end of the State to the other. He had
a genial personality and was of a jovial dis-
position. As n mark of respect to the late
hon. gentleman, I move—

That this House places on record its
deep regret at the death of the Hon,
Henry John Saunders, M.L.C,, and teu-
ders to his family its.sincerest sympathy
in the loss they have gustained and desires
that the terms of this resolution be com-
munieated to the widow and family of the
late. gentleman by the Speaker.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.32]: It
is. with profound. regret that T have to sec-
ond this motion. It has not been my privi-
lege to be acquainfed for many years with
the late. Mr. Saunders, but from the short
aequaintance I bad with him durirg the past
12 moukhs, since he heeame a member of
Parliament, T formed. the opinion that he
was a genial and kindly soul. In this I am
gure every hon, member, will agree with me.
Tt is true that Mr. Sa,nndets took a wery
active part in the pubiic life of this 'State,
even beforc many of'us whe are here-to-day



